
8  

 

 

First Presbyterian Church is an inclusive community of faith called to proclaim the good news of the love 
of Jesus Christ for all people, and to join God in the building of a just, peaceful, and compassionate world.   

First Presbyterian Church 
1328 Griffith Avenue 
Owensboro, KY  42301 

 

  

 

May the peace of Christ be with you! 

 

Join Us for Holy Week 

 

Palm Sunday 
April 14 

10:30 AM 
Palm Parade and 
Children’s Choir 

singing 
 

Egg Hunt 
4:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

Maundy Thursday 
April 18 
6:00 PM 

Meal and worship 
service in the  

Fellowship Hall 

Good Friday 
April 19 
7:00 PM 

Tenebrae service 
with special music 
from our choir and 
Wesleyan Scholars 

in the Sanctuary 

Easter Sunday 
April 21 

10:30 AM 
Breakfast at 9:30 

in Fellowship Hall; 
Worship at 10:30 

(with special music 
starting at 10:15) 
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“In life and in death, we belong to God.” This statement from our 
Brief Statement of Faith draws from Paul’s letter to the Romans where he 
writes, “nothing in life or in death will be able to separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:39) Not our failures or distrac-
tions, our obstacles or our wanderings - none of it can separate us from 
God’s love. This reassurance is an articulation of grace - amazing grace. 
 For many Presbyterians, this is our starting place. Meaning: before we 
try to explain anything else about our faith, we start with grace. Then from 
that starting point, or through that lens, we come to make meaning of every-
thing else we believe. So for our faith to have integrity, everything we be-
lieve has to point back to that foundation.  
 A young woman once shared a memory of attending a church as a young 
person with her family. They were faithful churchgoers, and her church 
building felt like home to her. Within its walls, she was raised to believe in a 
loving, gracious God. And yet, as she grew older, she began to notice that 
there was a disconnect in what her church taught. While at times Sunday 
School teachers would tell her about how God loved everyone, on other oc-
casions they would imply that God had it in for certain others. Where at 
some points she would learn about God’s welcome and hospitality, during 
the service she would hear that only some could come to the table. At a fu-
neral for a loved one, she heard a sermon about God’s amazing grace and 
yet, moments later, she was horrified to hear that her relative might be lost 
(and she better make sure she didn’t end up that way). 
 How, she wondered, was this amazing grace? How could these various 
versions of God coexist, without one inevitably cancelling out the other?  
 Sadly, for many, it is these inconsistencies in the church that turn people 
away. A survey conducted nationwide found that an increasing number of 

people identify as “nones”, meaning they have no church affiliation. This is 
not because they have no faith or no attachment to church, but because those 
inconsistencies broke their faith in church. They found church to be hypo-

critical and inconsistent, and so they left. 
 As people of faith, it is important for us to examine what we say we be-
lieve in from time to time, ‘tidying up’ the inconsistencies so that a richer 

faith - a faith with integrity - can develop.  
 So, this month, as we journey toward Holy Week and the mystery of the 
cross, consider: Is grace my starting point? If it is, then ask yourself what 

grace means on Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday, on Good Friday and 
Easter morning. How does God’s grace help us understand this most holy 
week of the year?  

  For Presbyterians, it is that grace that guides not only what we believe, 
but how we live. We serve and worship, care and nurture in response to 
God’s amazing grace, grateful that “nothing in life or in death will be able to 

separate us from God’s love.”     
 
 

 

“People of Grace” 
A monthly newsletter for First Presbyterian Church 

 

 April 2019 

 

There is nothing but 
God’s grace;  
We walk upon it; We 
breathe it; We live 
and die by it; it makes 
the nails and axles of 
the universe. 
 
- Robert Louis Stevenson 

Christine 

Quote of the Month 
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Christian Education 

• Tweens and Youth going well 

• Summer VBS planning has begun  

• Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday this 
year—April 14 at 4:00 

• Youth trips: Mission trip to Cedar 
Camp Retreat in Florida in June 
and Montreat in July 

• Youth Sunday school “mystery 
location” each week 

 

Congregational Care 

• Setting up prayer notification 
 

Congregational Life  

• Ash Wednesday meal success—
thanks for cookie donations! 

• Bowling on St. Patrick’s Day 

• No graduate reception due to no 
seniors this year 

• Looking at all-church camp 
 

Finance 

• Small Gifts & Memorials review 

• Seeking members for audit team 

• Update on budget and legacy gifts 

• Finance to oversee budget & 

stewardship teams for the year 
 

Mission 

• Service Worship planned for 3/24 

• Need for ESL tutors & mentors 

• One Great Hour of Sharing - 4/16 

• Discussed policy and process for 
Christmas Baskets 

 

Outreach & Evangelism  

• New Members Class 3/10 & 3/24 

• Visual Identity process approved 

 
Birthdays 

 
A 

2 Meleton Morales 
 

3 Mitchell Coomes 
 

3 Ben Shelton 
 

5 Creda Heffelfinger 
 

8 Sarah Clancy Mahoney 
  

8 Jean Fortune 
 

10 Will Clancy V 
 

11 Maggie Davis 
 

11 Caroline Lashbrook 
 

12 Corey Johnson 
 

12 Diane Watson 
 

13 Elizabeth Riddle 
 

13 Jillian Thomas 
 

15   Troy Robinson 
 

19 Jean Gilliland 
 

20 Lore North 
 

22 Harley Bravo 
 

24 Art Hazel 
 

25 Andrew Moore 
 

25 Paul Puckett 
 

26 Dayton Heffelfinger 
 

26 Nathaniel Holcomb 
 

26 Jerry Price III 
 

26 Maebel Fohr 
 

27 Lorraine Corkran 
 

28 Evelyn Triplett 
 

28 Susan Nail  
 

29 Emmy Harris 
 

30 Bill Hughes 
 

 
 

Anniversaries 
 
 

22 Ashley & Corey Johnson 
 

22 Norma & Sam Smith 
 

30 Valerie & Chuck Holcomb 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

March  Session Highlights 

 

Committee Highlights 

 

Personnel 

• Position description for Director 
of Christian Education and Mis-

sion written; need hiring team 

• Seeking members to go through 

Commission Lay Pastor training 

 

Property 

• New lawn plan recommended 
with equipment purchased 

• Approved purchase of video cam-
corder  

 

Worship & Music  

• Attendance February: 3-121;  

 10-112; 17-118; 24-128 

• Holy Week plan approved 
 

 

Pastor’s Report 

• 40 pastoral care visits 

• Performed funerals for Carol  
Norris, James Anderson, Betty 
Anne Taylor and coordinated Kay 

Hamby’s service 

• Coordinated Ash Wednesday  

Service for our Lenten Group 

• Led invocation at Rooster Booster 

• Hosted liturgist training 

• Baptism of Malcolm Coy on 2/24 

• Led weekly pre-marital counsel-

ing with couple  

• Led Gifts of Women Sunday 

• Led Pastor’s Book Group 

• Attended committee meetings  

• Led Coffee Cup Theology, Prayer 

and Spiritual Formation groups 

• Met with staff concerning goals 

and issues 

• Two new members: Shelia Kyle-Reno and Charles “Monty” Winstead 

• Accepted a policy from the Mission Committee “Intent of the Food Basket 
Program” to go in Mission Committee records 

• Approved purchase of lawn equipment 

• Safe Child Team: Allison Bates, Shauna Jones, and Stephanie Dube  April 
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Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
Saturday 

 1 
 
 
 
12:00  
Congregational 
Life Mtg 

2 
 

8:45 Staff Mtg 
 
 
 
 
5:45/6:30 
Lenten Dinner 
& Service @ 
Faith Lutheran 

3 
 

 
10:00 Book Grp 
 

No Coffee Cup 
Theology or 
Prayer Group 
 

6:30 Choir  

4 
 
 
 
 
4:00 Finance 
Meeting 

5 6 

7 
 

11:30 Worship & 
Christian Educa-
tion Mtgs 
 
4:00 Spiritual  
Formation 

8 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Session 

9 

 

8:45 Staff Mtg 
10:30  
Lydia Circle 
 
5:45/6:30 
Lenten Dinner 
& Service @ 
First Christian 

10 

 

 
10:00 Book Grp 
 

3:00 Coffee Cup 
4:00 Prayer Grp 
 

6:30 Choir  

11 
 
9:00 PWS Board 
 
 
11:00 Pastor’s 
Book Group 

12 13 

14   PALM  
       SUNDAY 
 
11:30 Extended 
Table @ Moonlite 
 

4:00 Egg Hunt 
5:00 Dinner  
5:30 Youth & 
Tweens 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00  
SpiritLifters @ 
Shogun 

16 
 

8:45 Staff Mtg 

17 
 

 
10:00 Book Grp 
 

3:00 Coffee Cup 
4:00 Prayer Grp 
 

6:30 Choir  
 
 

18 
 
3:00 Personnel  
 
6:00 Maundy 
Thursday Meal 
& Service 

19 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Good Friday 
Tenebrae Service 

20 
 
8:30 - 11:30 
Church Work 
Day 

21  
EASTER 

 
9:30 Breakfast 
10:15 Preludes 
10:30 Worship 

22 23 
 
8:45 Staff Mtg 
 
 
 
4:00 Property 
Mtg 
 
6:00 Empty 
Bowls 

24 
 

 
10:00 Book Grp 
 

3:00 Coffee Cup 
4:00 Prayer Grp 
 

6:30 Choir  

25 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Church 
Night Out @ the 
Robinson’s 

27 

28 
 
11:30 Mission Mtg 
 
 

4:00 Spiritual  
Formation 
4:15 Children’s 
Choir  
5:00 Dinner  
5:30 Youth & 
Tweens 

29 30 
 
8:45 Staff Mtg 
 
 
 

    

 

April 2019 

 

                   Every Sunday 
 

          9:00     Nursery Available      
          9:00     Spanish Worship      
          9:30     Sunday School 
         10:00  Fellowship 
         10:30  Worship 
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Join One of our Groups! 

  

Children’s Sunday School  
(preschool - 5th grade)  
  Begins at 9:30 in the first floor  
  Kindergarten  Room.  
 

NEW Youth Sunday School - Beyond These Walls 
  Meets at 9:30 and will travel to a mystery spot  
  each week for breakfast, learning & fellowship. 
 

The Adult Sunday School Class 
  Meets at 9:30 in the Gardenside Parlor to look at  
  topics related to church, Bible, and current events. 
 

The Men’s Bible Class 
  Meets at 9:30 downstairs and uses The Present  
  Word literature. 
 

Spanish Language Worship Group 
  Meets at 9:00 in the Chapel. All are invited.  

Sunday School 

  

 SpiritLifters - an adult dinner group 
  Monday, April 15,  6:00 pm 
    Restaurant: Shogun of Owensboro 
    2127 E. Parrish 42303 
    RSVP to Jerry Price 
    (502) 553-9126, kyprice@outlook.com 
     

 PrimeTimers - an older adult (50+) lunch/program 
   & activities group  
  Tuesday, April 16, 10:30 am 

    Program: Erin Waller, Director of Daviess  
    County Public Library      
    RSVP to Charlotte Puckett  
        Charlotte214050@yahoo.com 270-926-2532 
  

Church Night Out - a younger adult dinner group    
  Friday, April 26, 6:00 pm 
      Meeting at CeCe & Troy Robinson’s house  
    RSVP to Christine Coy Fohr for babysitting 
    ccoyfohr@gmail.com 
     

Extended Table - an all-church lunch  
  Sunday, April 14 after worship   
   Restaurant: Moonlite  

 

Fellowship 

 

Spiritual Formation  
This group is open to all women. They dis-
cuss topics of interest from books, videos, 
and other resources.  
   Usually meets 2nd and 4th Sundays 
   Dates:  April 7, 28 
   Reading: Love Wins by Rob Bell 

 

Lydia Circle  
This is our Presbyterian Women’s (PW) Group also 
open to all women. They meet monthly from Sept. to 
June and use the PW bible study each year.   
  Meets 2nd Tuesdays at 10:30 
  Date:  April 9  
  Reading: God’s Promise: I Am With You  
  Lesson 8 
 

Wednesday Book Group 
This weekly book group, led by David Searles, selects 
books to read and discuss one or two chapters a week. 
All are welcome.   
  Meets Wednesdays at 10:00 am  
  Dates: April 3, 10, 17, 24 
  Reading:  The Last Week by Borg and Crossan 
 

Coffee Cup Theology 
This group discusses the coming Sunday’s lectionary 
scriptures. All are welcome.  
  Meets Wednesdays at 3:00 pm  
  Dates: April 10, 17, 24 
  Discussion: Sunday Lectionary 
 

Pastor’s Study Group 
Each month, Christine selects a book that is timely 
yet not too long.  We then meet on the 4th Thursday 
of the month to discuss. All are welcome.  
  Meets 4th Thursdays at 11:00   
  Date: Thursday, April 11 
  Reading: The Last Week by Borg and Crossan  
 
 
 

 
 

PW Coordinating Team  
  Meets 3rd Thursday every other month at 10:00  
  Date: Thursday, May 16th  
 

 

Sharing Flowers for our Sanctuary 

 

 We are blessed to have a wonderful space to worship God together each Sunday, and it is made even 
more beautiful with flowers. Flowers can be given in honor of a birthday or anniversary, or simply as a gift 
to the worshipping community here at First Presbyterian. If you would like to contribute flowers for a par-
ticular Sunday, simply call the church office and let Sasha know. Arrangements come from Gary’s Fleur 
de Lis and begin at $51. 
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Flowers for Easter 

 

Holy Week At First Presbyterian Church 

Egg Hunt 

  

  Come out for an afternoon of fun on April 14th at 
4:00! We will have egg hunts, crafts, the bounce 
house and other games, followed by a meal at 5:00 
pm. This year, we will break our egg hunt out by age 
group, giving the older kids a bit more of a challenge 
and our younger ones a better chance at filling their 
baskets. 
 Donations of candy 
can be made to the 
church office. Please 
RSVP for dinner by 
April 10th. 

Palm Sunday  
April 14 @ 10:30 am in the Sanctuary 

  

 Our Palm Sunday service will 
begin with the Palm Parade, as the 
Children’s Choir leads us in singing. 

The service will continue from the Palms to the Pas-
sion as the cross is carried into the sanctuary and we 
consider all that Holy Week will hold in store.  
 
Maundy Thursday 
April 18 @ 6:00 pm in Fellowship Hall 

 

 On Maundy Thursday, we explore 
Christ’s “mandate” (maundatum)  
during the last supper that we love one 
another. Beginning at 5:30 in the Fellow-

ship Hall, a simple meal will be offered alongside a 
special worship service. Please RSVP the church of-
fice by April 15th.  

     The Worship Committee will 
again offer the chance for people 
to provide flowers for Easter Sun-
day. Due to allergy issues with 
lilies, we will again be having 
yellow tulips and white mums.  
 Forms will be included in the 
church bulletin for submitting 
your order, or you can call the 
church office during the week. 

Flowers are a $10 donation and orders must be sub-
mitted by Monday, April 8th. 

  

  Come help the Property Committee get the 
church grounds ready for Easter Sunday! We’ll gath-
er as usual at 8:30 on the third Saturday, April 20th. 
All ages and abilities are welcome to help us spruce 
up the church. Food 
and fellowship pro-
vided! 

Church Work Day 

Good Friday 
April 19 @ 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary 

 

 This year’s Good Friday service 
will be a Tenebrae service where — 
through reading and song — we will 

hear again the story of Christ’s arrest, trial and cruci-
fixion, accompanied by a gradual extinguishing of 
light in the sanctuary. In addition, our choir will offer 
pieces of special music for this powerful service. 
 
Easter Sunday 
April 21 

 Easter Sunday will begin with 
breakfast for all at 9:30 in Fellowship 
Hall coordinated by the Men’s Sunday 
School Class. Then, we will gather for 

our traditional Easter Service, complete with brass 
music. Special music will begin at 10:15 with wor-
ship beginning at 10:30. 

Lenten Dinner/Services 

   

 We have two remaining Lenten 
services. They meet on Tuesday eve-
nings, with dinner at 5:45 followed 

by the service at 6:30. Suggested donation for dinner is 
$5, not to exceed $12 for a family.  
 

Date    Church      Preacher  
 

April 2   Faith Lutheran     Rev. Bob Coons  
 

April 9   First Christian      Rev. Christine Coy Fohr  
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 During this holy season of 
Lent we daily consider the loving, 
caring life of Jesus Christ our 
Savior by whose sacrificial death 
on the cross we have inherited the 

possibility of eternal life by the grace of God. Most of us are blessed even now by the circumstances of our 
lives which have occurred through no actions of our own. However, throughout the world there are thousands 
of people who have not been so fortunate; through natural forces such as tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, mud-
slides, and other disasters they have suffered untold misfortune, injury, or loss of life. There are thousands of 
others trapped in systems of injustice and oppression, and millions of people go to bed hungry or without 
shelter. 
 

 Caring Presbyterians around the world work together to share God’s love with our neighbors in need 
through the mechanisms of One Great Hour of Sharing. Every gift improves the lives of people in challeng-
ing situations. There are three impactful programs within OGHS: 1) Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) 
works alongside communities as they recover and find hope after the devas-
tation of natural or human caused disasters. 2) Presbyterian Hunger Program 
(PHP) alleviates hunger and systemic causes of poverty so that all may be 
fed. 3) Self-Development of People (SDOP) invests in communities respond-
ing to their experiences of racism, oppression, poverty, injustice, and edu-
cates Presbyterians about the impact of these ills. It is entirely fitting that 
during this season of Lent we should seriously consider those less fortunate 
than we with a significant material contribution toward alleviation of the 
challenges they face daily. 
 

 One Great Hour of Sharing lets us come together to open our doors — as 
well as our hearts — to share the love of Christ in our ministries of justice, 
compassion, and joy. Your gifts to OGHS help provide immediate and long-
term responses to people in need: providing food and water, disaster relief, 
and self-development resources to people striving to better their lives. As we 
strive to carry out Christ’s charge to “love our neighbors as ourselves” may 
we joyfully contribute to our One Great Hour of Sharing offering to be received on Palm Sunday, April 14, 
and Easter, April 21. 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Prayer Group 

  

Dear FPC, 
 Thank you for supporting Steve and me in our 
celebration of our marriage. We really appreciate 
your generous gift. It means so much to us both! 
      

      Steve and Sasha O’Bryan 

 

 We gather each Wednesday in the Parlor to pray 
and send cards to church friends and family. Please 
join us or send your prayer request beforehand. We 
will not meet the first Wednesday this month. 

Thank You from Sasha Empty Bowls 

The annual Empty Bowls  event will be held 
on April  23rd from 6-8 pm at Brescia Uni-
versity. At the event, attendees can purchase 
soup and handmade ceramic bowls, and par-

ticipate in the silent auction. All of the proceeds go to 
benefit hunger reduction initiatives in our community.  

Service Worship Thanks 

 

Thanks to all who participated in Service Worship 
last month! We had a great turnout and a wonder-
ful time worshipping God through service. Be sure 
to check out the pictures on the following page! 
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March Highlights 

   

 The Children’s Choir will be singing this month 
for Palm Sunday on April 14th. Because of this, we 
will gather for rehearsal a week early - on April 7th.  
We hope everyone will come out for the Easter Egg 
Hunt during our usual rehearsal time on April 14th. 

From left to right: Wesleyan Singers concert; St. Patrick’s Day Bowling; 
Baptism of Ava Grace Williams with sister, Lily; Service Worship Sunday: 
Cookie baking for first responders; Packing hygiene kits for Oasis; Cleaning up 
at the Animal Shelter; Card writing to church friends and acquaintances; Sing-
ing with residents at Fern Terra; Landscaping and painting at the Habitat office 

Offerings of Stewardship  Children’s Choir 

  

A reflection from our church 
Treasurer, Patti Price: 
 
 Every Sunday as we pre-
pare our hearts and minds for 
communion, we are remind-

ed that this is not a Presbyterian table or any 
church’s table, but rather that it is Christ’s table. So, 
thinking further: Whose offering plate is it? In stew-
ardship, we are reminded that it is the Lord’s and has 
been placed in our care. God’s love isn’t sporadic or 
seasonal, so let us use our gifts God gave us wisely, 
by sharing our time, talents and finances year round, 
for the needs of our church and also in our mission to 
help those less fortunate.  
 One of the keys to a successful champion in bas-
ketball during March Madness is to work as a team. 
Each player has individual assets that build into a 
stronger, more cohesive unit when working together. 
The same goes for the church! 
 By giving year round of our time, talents and 
money, we can work as a team and give joy to our 
church and others. After all, Jesus commanded us to 
love one another, because...let’s not forget… 
       

      We Are Family! 
 

Christine Away 

 Christine will be away from the office on vaca-
tion March 29 - April 5. Rev. David Madewell will 
lead worship on March 31st. While Christine is 
away, Jerry Nail can be contacted for any pastoral 
concerns that may arise.  

Mark Your Calendar - VBS! 

 Vacation Bible School will be held June 10 - 14 
this year, and we are eager to welcome children and 
volunteers! We need volunteers of all kinds (and 
not just women!), so 
contact the church of-
fice if you would like 
to help. Registration 
forms will be available 
next month. 


