
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Sunday  

of Christmas 
Sunday, January 1, 2023 

10:30 A.M. 

Monogram representing the Greek name ΙΗΣΟΥΣ, translated into English as Jesus. 



SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

 

 

 

THE GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE                                                 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS    

The Lord be with you. And also with you.   

 
*LITANY FOR CHRISTMAS                         

Glory to God in the highest! 

And hope to every discouraged heart. 

Glory to God in the highest! 

And peace to every conflicted soul. 

Glory to God in the highest! 

And joy to every downcast spirit. 

Glory to God in the highest! 

And love to everyone. 

 

*OPENING PRAYER 

Eternal God, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be a sign for our 

salvation. Plant in every heart the love of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

*HYMN  140                   Once in Royal David’s City                                              IRBY 

    

CALL TO RECONCILIATION                                                   Titus 3:5       

Christ Jesus came to save us, not because of our works, but according to the mercy 

of God through the water of rebirth and the renewal of the Holy Spirit. Trusting in 

God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 

 

 



 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                

God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light shining in 

darkness. We confess that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted good 

news to be good. We have closed our eyes to glory in our midst, expecting 

little and hoping for less. Forgive our doubt, and renew our hope, so that we 

may receive the fullness of your grace, and live in the truth of Christ the Lord. 

 

 

POURING OF THE BAPTISMAL WATER     

 Remember your baptism and be thankful!  

 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                                                                     

Christ our Savior gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from our sin and 

claim us as his own people. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Amen. 

 

 

*GLORIA PATRI                                                                      GREATOREX      

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.  

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE     

Since we have been reconciled to God, let us also be reconciled to one another.  

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. And also with you. 

 

 

*SUNG RESPONSE (Hymn 545)                                        LAND OF REST 
  

Lord, bid your servant go in peace; your word is now fulfilled. 

These eyes have seen salvation’s dawn, this child so long foretold. 

 

This is the Savior of the world, the Gentiles’ promised light, 

God’s glory dwelling in our midst, the joy of Israel. 

       (The Song of Simeon, Luke 2:29-32) 

 



THE WORD 

 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                           
O God of ancient blessing, your servant Mary pondered in her heart the treasured 

words spoken about her Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Prepare our hearts to receive 

his Spirit, that our tongues may confess him Lord. Amen. 

 

READINGS FROM SCRIPTURE 

 
Numbers 6:22-27 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Galatians 4:4-7  The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
Luke 2:15-21  The Gospel of the Lord. May Jesus Christ be praised. 

 
SERMON                                               Jeff Moles 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                                 Philippians 2:5-11 

Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with 

God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a 

slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form he 

humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a 

cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 

above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess to 

the glory of God: Jesus Christ is Lord! Amen. 

 

 

 

 

THE EUCHARIST 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING               

 
MUSIC FOR THE OFFERING                  
      



*THE DOXOLOGY (Hymn 606)                      OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE     

 

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise… 

 …who forever sing to the glory of your name: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest! 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER        

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD & THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE  

All who seek God are invited to the table, regardless of church affiliation or any other condition or 

identity. You may take communion by taking a small piece of bread and dipping it in the cup. Pre-

packaged elements are also available in baskets for a contact-free option.  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                     

God of grace and peace, as you have shared your life with us through the 

child in the manger and this simple meal together, let us share your life with 

others as the body of Christ in the world; through Jesus, bread of heaven. 

Amen. 



THE SENDING 

 

 

*HYMN  127     Hark! The Herald Angels Sing / Light of the World     WE’LL WALK IN THE LIGHT 
 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

 

*POSTLUDE 

 

*Rise in body or spirit 

 

 

 

LEADING OUR WORSHIP TODAY 
 

Preacher: Jeff Moles 

Leading Communion: Dennis Jewett 

Liturgist: Pat Corkran 

Communion Servers: Marilyn Van Winkle & Debbie McCoy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Life of the Church 

 

A Congregational Meeting will be held immediately after worship on Sunday, January 8 to 

hear a report from the Nominating Committee and vote on its slate of church officers for 

2023.  

 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day is coming up Monday, January 16. Our church will be 

participating as a group in the community-wide MLK March from Owensboro High School 

to Brescia which begins at 8:30. Plan now to wear your FPC gear and help us speak out for 

racial justice. 

 

Hearing Assistance Devices are available. Please see an usher if you would like to use one. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

First Presbyterian Church is an inclusive  

community of faith called to proclaim  

the good news of the love of Jesus Christ for all people,  

and to join God in the building of a  

just, peaceful, and compassionate world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1328 Griffith Avenue 

Owensboro, Kentucky 

270.684.1467 
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Rev. Matt Curry, Pastor 

Jeff Moles, Director of Christian Education & Mission 

Stephanie Dube, Director of Children’s & Youth Ministries 

Dennis Jewett, Director of Music 

Tyler Simpson, Organist 

Sasha O’Bryan, Office Manager & Pastoral Assistant 

Kevin Parker, Staff Accountant 

Dylan Schroader, Custodian 

Emmy Voyles, Nursery Care Provider 


