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First Presbyterian Church is an inclusive community of faith called to proclaim the good news of the love 
of Jesus Christ for all people, and to join God in the building of a just, peaceful, and compassionate world.   

First Presbyterian Church 
1328 Griffith Avenue 
Owensboro, KY  42301 

 

  

 

May the peace of Christ be with you! 

 

175th Anniversary of FPC 

 

Our Roots Run Deep 

Our Branches Spread Wide 

1844 - 2019 

 Throughout the Bible, God reminds people to tell all generations 
of God’s wonderful works. Part of what that means for us as a 
church is that we should preserve the memory of how God has 
worked in the life of our church and in each one of us as individuals.  
 

 As a church with a strong sense of its history we will have a 
greater appreciation for our church and a clearer sense of our  
identity. Both can be used to meaningfully build our future.  
 

 Every 25 years or so, we need to take a look backwards and re-
discover how our church came into being, what its early ministry 
was like, how it has grown and changed and how it has informed 
who we are today. This year, we have the opportunity to do just this. 
Beginning this month, we will take some time each month to re-
member and celebrate our past. 

Why Celebrate Our Anniversary?   
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 It’s November, again - one of my favorite months. November has so many 
wonderful things going for it: the crisp fall air, the calm before the rush of Christ-
mas busyness, and Thanksgiving - one of the best holidays, in my opinion. It also 
has election day, which is not a day we talk about often in church life. While 
some congregations use their pulpits and their classrooms to promote particular 
political agendas, Presbyterians strive to be free of partisanship within the church 
walls. Sometimes we succeed at that and, like all human run institutions, some-
times we fail. 

 But politics - regardless of who you vote for - is nonetheless deeply connected 
to who each of us are as people of faith. Yes, we steer clear of partisanship, but 
that should never lead us to believe that our faith does not inform our political 
life. Separation of church and state is important for institutions; it is simply not 
possible for individuals.  

 The Presbyterian Office of Public Witness recently released an article titled 
“Voting is an Act of Faith”. In the article, it talks about how voting is simply a 
natural extension of any person’s efforts to live as Christ’s disciples in the world. 
Just as serving at a soup kitchen is a natural extension of our Christian call to feed 
the hungry, voting is a natural extension of God’s call “to do justice, love kind-
ness, and walk humbly with God (Micah 6:8).” As the article says, “voting is a 
civic duty, a sacred responsibility, and a natural extension of faithful action.” Fur-
ther, it says:  

 God has called us into this world to live out God’s call to be faithful, to      
 provide compassion, and to seek justice for all God’s children on this     
 earth. God has given to us the tools to answer this call. Our vote is our voice 
 and failing to use that voice is equal to silence.  

 The process is of course complicated. While we may agree with politicians on 
certain issues, we may disagree with them on others. No one person or party is       
perfect, to be sure. So the challenge for us, as people of faith, is to prayerfully 
discern how our faith resonates with this civic opportunity. Our duty is to prayer-
fully consider how our votes can serve as an extension of how we live out our 
faith. For some, this means voting for those whose agendas support the poor. For 
others, it means voting for those who support the unborn. Still, other’s faith im-
pacts how they vote on issues like the death penalty and immigration. Our faith 
touches it all, which makes it an important, serious, sacred act.   

 But what is most important for us to know is that voting is not separate from 
who we are as followers of Christ. It is an incredible privilege and opportunity 
that we, as Christians living in the United States of America, are given and it is 
one of many opportunities we are given to act in faith. 

 

           Christine  

             

 

Quote of the Month 

“People of Grace” 
A monthly newsletter for First Presbyterian Church 

 

 November 2018 

 

  Give thanks 
with a grateful 

   heart. 
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Christian Education 

• Fall Festival October 28th 

• New Worship and Wonder curric-
ulum has begun 

• New Tween/Dinner/Youth nights 
off to a good start 

 

Congregational Care 

• No meeting 
 

Congregational Life 

• Chili Cookoff at Fall Festival   

• Heritage Sunday reception Nov 4 

• New Member reception Nov 25 
 

Finance 

• October is Stewardship Month 

• Budget group working hard! 
 

Mission 

• Pitino Meal Sept 30th 

• Peacemaking Offering was $645 
 

Outreach & Evangelism  

• Extended Table: 18 ate at Windy 
Hollow on  Oct 21 

• Strategic planning survey results 
presented to Session 

Birthdays 
 

 

2 Melanie Taylor 
 

5 Christopher Bowley 
 

6 Debbie McCoy 
 

6 Larry Lowing 
 

8 Casey Baker 
 

11 Beverly Swanson 
 

12 Lindsey Price 
 

13 Frannie Griffith  
 

13 Lauren Thomas 
 

15 Christine Coy Fohr 
 

16 Santos de Eugenea Aguilar 
 

17 Mary Dixon Baker 
 

19 Jonathan Griffith 
 

23 Kay Hamby 
 

24 Rachel Coomes 
 

24 Abby North 
 

25 Mary Maude Davis 
 

27 Brenda Logan 
 

29 Ryan Clancy 
 

30 Keith Moore 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
 
 

4 Glenda & Jerry Price 
 

4 Karen & Vaughn Sanders 
 

7 Ann & Howard McClure 
 

17 Diane  & Tom Bowers 
 

21 Karen & James Anderson 
 

21 Darla & Gary Barker 
 
 
 

 

October Session Highlights 

 

Committee Highlights 

 

Personnel  

• Church staff reviews completed 

Property 

• Church code to be changed Nov 5 
 

Worship & Music  

• Attendance September: 2-120;    

9-139; 16-134; 23-111; 30-116 

• Heritage Sunday Nov 4th 

• Hanging of Greens Dec 2nd 

Deacons 

• Home communion was Septem-
ber 23rd 

• Took member pictures for new 
church directory 

Pastor’s Report 

• Planned/Led funeral for John 
Chapman Sears 

• Worked with Budget and Finance 
on 2019 budget 

• Continued to work with Strategic 
Planning Committee 

• Launched new church web site 

• Met with Candance Brake of the 
Chamber of Commerce 

 

 

• Nominating Committee slate was approved by Session and then by the 
congregation 

• Ashley Hicks was hired as church nursery coordinator and Heather Mast as 
a nursery worker 

• Christine will attend the Tri-Presbytery Meeting in Danville on Nov. 2-3 November 

Still Time to Give Your Pledge 

  

 If you weren’t able to submit your pledge October 
28th, it’s not too late (and is never too late)  to make your 
pledge for 2019. Every dollar that we give is used toward 
Worship, Mission, Education, Fellowship and Property.  
 

 This year our pledge goal is $325,000. Over the past 
month the Stewardship Committee has been sharing with 
us where our money goes and what it costs to do all the 

wonderful things we do at First Presbyterian Church.    
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Sunday 
 

Monday 
 

Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday 
 

Friday 
 

Saturday 

    1 2 3 
 

4 All Saints Day 
 

11:30 Heritage 
Sunday Potluck  
 

11:30 Worship 
Committee 
 

1:30 –4:00 
Faith Fest  
Open House 

5 
 
 
12:00  
Congregational 
Life 

6 
 
 
 
 
8:45 Staff Mtg 
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10:00 Book Grp 
 
3:00 Coffee Cup 
4:00 Prayer Grp 
4:30 Deacons 
 
6:30 Choir 
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4:00 Budget Mtg 

9 10 

11 
 
 
 
 

4:00 Spiritual 
Formation 
4:15 Children’s 
Choir 
5:00 Dinner 
5:30 Youth & 
Tweens 

12 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Session 

13 
 
 
 
 
8:45 Staff Mtg 
 

9:00 Presbytery 
at FPC 
 

6:00  
SpiritLifters 

14 
 

10:00 Book Grp 
 
3:00 Coffee Cup 
4:00 Prayer Grp 
 
6:30 Choir 

 

15 
 
10:00 Coordinat-
ing Team Mtg 
 

16 17 
 
 

18 
 
11:30 “Be 
Thankful” dinner 
for all 
 
 

19 20 
8:45 Staff Mtg 
 
10:30  
PrimeTimers 

21 
 

10:00 Book Grp 
 
3:00 Coffee Cup 
4:00 Prayer Grp 
 

6:30 Choir 

22 
Office Closed 

23 
Office Closed 
 
 

24 

25 
11:30 New 
Member  
Reception  
11:30 Worship 
Committee 
4:00 Spiritual 
Formation 
4:15 Children’s 
Choir 
5:00 Dinner 
5:30 Youth & 
Tweens 

26 27 
8:45 Staff Mtg 
 

10:00 Outreach 
Mtg 
 
4:00 Property 
 

28 
 

10:00 Book Grp 
 
3:00 Coffee Cup 
4:00 Prayer Grp 
4:30 Deacons 
 
6:30 Choir 

 

29 
 

11:00  
Pastor  
Book  
Study 

30 Child Safe 
Protection  

Month 

 

 

Every Sunday 
 

       9:00       Spanish Worship 
      9:00  Nursery Available 
      9:30  Sunday School 
    10:00  Fellowship 

   10:30       Worship 

November 2018 
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Group Study 

  

Children’s Sunday School  
(preschool - 5th grade)  
  Begins at 9:30 in the first floor  
  Kindergarten  Room.  
 

Youth Sunday School Class 
  Meets at 9:30 in the Youth Room to study Echo 
  the Story curriculum. 
 
 

The Adult Sunday School Class 
  Meets at 9:30 in the Gardenside Parlor to look at  
  topics related to church, Bible, and current events. 
 

The Men’s Bible Class 
  Meets at 9:30 downstairs and uses The Present  
  Word literature. 
 

Spanish Language Worship Group 
  Meets at 9:00 in the Chapel. All are invited.  

Sunday School 

  

  SpiritLifters 
   No dinner in November.  
   Join us for our Christmas gathering on 
  Tuesday December 11,  6:00 pm 
    Restaurant: Bill’s 
    RSVP to Pat Hale 270-314-1881 
    halres@bellsouth.ne 
 

  PrimeTimers 
  Tuesday November 20, 10:30 am 

    Program:  Richard House - lunch will follow  
    RSVP to Charlotte Puckett  
    charlotte214050@yahoo.com, 270-926-2532  
  

  Church Night Out  
  Date & Time: TBA   
    Restaurant: TBA 
    RSVP to Christine Coy Fohr 
    ccoyfohr@gmail.com 
 

  The Extended Table 
  Sunday November 18th following worship 
    “Be Thankful” Dinner in Fellowship Hall 
     All are invited! 

 

Fellowship 

 

 Have you checked out our new website yet? New additions to it include ways to give to the church online, 
easier tools for listening to sermons, our monthly People of Grace newsletter, and a calendar you can sync 
with your phone.   Just go to www.fpcobky.com to check it out today! 

 

Spiritual Formation  
   Meets 2nd and 4th Sundays at 4:00 pm 
   Dates:  November 11, 25 
   Reading: The Sunflower: On the Possi- 
   bilities of Forgiveness by Simon Wiesenthal 

 

Lydia Circle  
  Meets Second Tuesdays at 10:30 
  Date: No meeting in November due to hosting 
  Presbytery on the 13th. Next meeting is Dec 11th  
  Reading: God’s Promise: I Am With You Lesson 3 
 

PW Coordinating Team  
  Meets 3rd Thursday at 10:00 every other month 
  Date: November 15th  
 

Wednesday Book Group 
  Meets Wednesdays at 10:00 am  
  Dates: November 7, 14, 21, 28 
  Reading:  The Soul of America, the Battle for Our 
  Better Angels by Jon Meacham  
     

Coffee Cup Theology 
  Meets Wednesdays at 3:00 pm  
  Dates: November 7, 14, 21, 28 
  Discussion: Sunday Lectionary 
 

Pastor’s Study Group 
  Date: November 22nd at 10:00 am 
  Reading: Love Wins by Rob Bell 

 

All groups meet in the Gardenside Parlor 
 

  

Our New Website—Check it Out! 

 

Weekly Prayer Meeting 

 

 As a community of love and care, 
we gather to be in prayer for one anoth-
er on Wednesdays at 4:00 in the Gar-
denside Parlor. Just come if you would 
like to pray with us on: November 7, 
14, 21, 28. We lift each person up in 
prayer and sign prayer cards to be 

mailed.  Email Christine and your person or request 
will be included.  
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 Since 2011, the Owensboro-
Daviess County Ministerial Associa-
tion has offered a month of activities 
as a celebration of the many reli-
gions in our area.  

 

 This year, First Presbyterian Church will be one 
of these faith homes, opening its doors on Sunday, 
November 4th from 1:30-4:00 pm.  
 

 In addition there are a variety of programs 
throughout the month of November including an 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Prayer Service on Sun-
day, November 18th at 2:30 pm at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church located on the corner of Cedar 
and Parrish.    
 

 Brochures are available on our welcome tables 
in the Narthex and outside the Work Office.  

FPC to Host Presbytery  

  

 On Tuesday, November 13th, 
our congregation will host the quar-
terly meeting of the Western Ken-
tucky Presbytery. The meeting will 
begin at 10:00 but attendees will 
begin arriving between 8:45 and 9:00.  
 

 Volunteers Needed: We will need some volun-
teers who can greet people as they arrive. We also 
need some to contribute breakfast foods like muffins, 
mini quiches, fruit and dessert for lunch. If you can 
provide food, please, contact Ellen Sweet to let her 
know. We also need volunteers to help with setup in 
the morning and cleanup following lunch.   

   

 Thank you to everyone who completed our strate-
gic planning survey. Sixty-two people completed the 
survey.  We received very positive responses with 
many great suggestions from the written response 
questions. The top three reasons you attend FPC are 1) 
worship and sermons, 2) the people, 3) theological 
views of the church (see graph).  
 

 In addition, our church is viewed as welcoming, 
intellectual, and traditional. Based on your feedback, 
we hear your expressing your hopes that we continue 
to give resources toward building our programs for 

children and youth, that we continue to welcome new families, and that we build on our great mission pro-
grams here at the church. We will share more in the months ahead, and THANK YOU for your responses! 

  

 This Sunday, November 4th, is 
Heritage Sunday, a day when we re-
member the roots of our church family 
and celebrate the people and history 
who have made our church what it is 
today. During worship we will once 

again light candles in honor of friends and loved ones 
who have passed. Join us for a reception following 
worship.    

Strategic Planning Update  

Faith Fest 2018 

Heritage & All Saints Sunday  

NEW CODE ALERT!     
 

Our Church Entry Code will be changed again on 
November 5th.  Please contact Sasha for the new 
code.   

New Member Reception  

   

 If you have been considering 
joining First Presbyterian Church 
or if you think you are a member 
but are not sure, now is the perfect 
time to talk to Christine. She will 
explain to you the process and in-
vite you to our Session meeting on November 12th.    
 

 Then on Sunday, November 25th, you will be 
part of our formal recognition of new members.  All 
will be welcomed during worship and there will be 
a reception following in their honor.   
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New Pastor Book Study Be Thankful Dinner 

    

  

October Highlights 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 On Sunday, November 25th, we will welcome Brittany Hesson to our pulpit. Brittany is a 2017 graduate 
of Louisville Seminary, where she earned her Master of Divinity degree. Many graduates of our own youth 
program will remember Brittany from her years of working with our presbytery on youth events. Brittany will 
be sharing with us about some of the exciting work happening at Louisville Seminary while she is with us. 

Guest Preacher Nov. 25th 

 

 Come discuss Rob Bells’ book, Love 
Wins, on Thursday, November 29th at 
11:00 with Christine.  
 

 The author addresses one of the most 
controversial issues of faith—hell and the 
afterlife. Has God created billions of peo-
ple over thousands of years only to select 

a few to go to heaven and everyone else to suffer for-
ever in hell? How is this "good news"? 
 

 But, what if the story of heaven and hell we have 
been taught is not what the Bible teaches? What if 
what Jesus meant by heaven, hell, and salvation are 
very different from how we have come to understand 
them? What if it is God who wants us to face these 
questions?  
 

 The author presents a biblical vision for rediscov-
ering a truer, and more spiritually satisfying way of 
understanding heaven, hell, God, Jesus, salvation, 
and repentance. He see that the "good news" is much, 
much better than we ever imagined and “Love wins."   

Animal 
Blessings   

Pastor  
Appreciation 

Imagination Library 
Spelling Champs  

Nadia sings  

Multicultural  
Potluck 

Children learn about 
Generosity Giving 

Family “Feud” Trivia   
Champions 

 

All are invited to a  
 

“Be Thankful” Dinner  
 

Sunday, November 18, 2018 
 

after worship in Fellowship Hall 

 
Hosted by   

PrimeTimers 
 

Please RSVP by November 15th  

to the church office 270-684-1467 

SPECIAL NOTE:   
 PrimeTimers ask that each person bring a box of cereal  

 as a  food offering for The Help Office.   

2018 Fall Festival 

The Johnson family The Hicks family 

Trunk or Treat! 
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Christmas Pageant 

  

  

Looking to December 

 

Children’s Ministry 

Welcome to Our New Nursery Staff 

 

 Our Christmas Pageant will be held on December 23rd during our regular 
worship service. If your child would like to participate, please email Christine, 
(Christine@fpcobky.com) or signup on the sheet outside her office door by No-
vember 18th. Children of all ages may participate and will be assigned parts ac-
cording to their age.  
 

 We also need some volunteers to help put together costumes and get everyone 
ready, so please let Christine know if you can help.   

Children & Youth  

 

 Nursery Coordinator, Ashley Hicks. Ashley is married to Tim Hicks, Otis & Susan 
Hick’s son, and has two children - Ella Grace, who is 7 years and attends Country Heights Ele-
mentary School; and Paxton, who is 5 years old and attends Sweet Peas Day Care. She is em-
ployed by Daviess County Teachers Federal Credit Union. She enjoys crafting, reading and 

spending time with her family and friends.  On Sundays, you can find Ashley in the nursery from 9:00 -11:30 
am. Nursery Worker, Heather Mast. Heather is a freshman at Kentucky Wesleyan College majoring in  
psychology with a minor in business. Heather is employed by Echo Pub Quiz Trivia as an editor and she also 
works with Girl Scouts summer programs. She is a life guard and a member of KWC’s Archery Club.  She 
likes to knit and do artwork and spends a lot of time studying.  She is in the nursery on Sunday mornings.  

  

 Our children’s choir and 
Tweens groups have had a 
great fall so far, and we are 
looking forward to a great 
year ahead.  
 

 Choir and Tweens will 
meet this month on the 11th and the 25th with choir 
at 4:15 and Tweens at 5:30    

Circle and save these dates as our 
family of faith shares Christmas 

     Hanging of the Greens  December 1 
     Advent Kick-Off Night  December 2  
     Special Music Sunday  December 9 
     Longest Night Service December 19 
     Christmas Pageant   December 23 
     Christmas Eve Service December 24 
     Lessons and Carols   December 30 

Children and Youth Enjoy Our Fall Festival 

     Bounce House            Candy Please          It’s a Cake Walk! 

        A friendly game of cornhole                   Trunk or Treat! 

Our chili cookoff entries made a fine meal! 


