Welcome!
We are thankful that you are worshiping with us today! To learn more
about the life of our congregation, join our email list here.
Here are some helpful resources for our younger worshipers:
Sunday, December 6, 2020

This Week’s Children’s Bulletin | Worship Worksheet for Kids

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
The Second Sunday of Advent
10:30 A.M.

THE GATHERING
PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
INTROIT

Peace, Peace

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Powell
Psalm 85:8-11

Let me hear what God the LORD will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people,
to his faithful, to those who turn to them in their hearts.
Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;
righteousness and peace will kiss each other.
Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,
and righteousness will look down from the sky.
*OPENING PRAYER
Merciful God, you sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the
way for our salvation. Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may
greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our redeemer, who lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

*HYMN 87

Comfort, Comfort Now My People

GENEVAN 42

1. “Comfort, comfort now my people; tell of peace!” So says our God.
“Comfort those who sit in darkness mourning under sorrow’s load.
To my people now proclaim that my pardon waits for them!
Tell them that their sins I cover, and their warfare now is over.”
2. For the herald’s voice is crying in the desert far and near,
calling us to true repentance, since the reign of God is here.
O, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way.
Let the valleys rise in meeting and the hills bow down in greeting.
3. Straight shall be what long was crooked, and the rougher places plain.
Let your hearts be true and humble, as befits God’s holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord now on earth is shed abroad,
and all flesh shall see the token that God’s word is never broken.
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES
Leader: May God be with you in worship there.
Congregation: May God be with you in worship there.

CALL TO RECONCILIATION

We have all sinned, not one of us is clean; but there is mercy for those who call on the name of the
Lord. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
“Prepare the way of the Lord,” your prophet says to us.
Forgive us when we have failed to prepare your way.
Forgive us when we have stood in your way, instead:
when we let the challenging words of your prophets roll off of lives,
rather than let them spark change;
when we walk around a neighbor in need,
rather than encounter a chance for compassion.
Forgive us, O Lord, and grant us assurance
that the glory of your coming does not depend
upon the righteousness of your followers.
Forgive us, O Lord, and free us to try again.
POURING OF THE BAPTISMAL WATERS
Remember your baptism and be thankful!
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Every valley is lifted up; every mountain, made low. Now the glory of the Lord is revealed,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

*GLORIA PATRI

GREATOREX

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Since we have been reconciled to God, let us also be reconciled to one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. And also with you.
*SUNG RESPONSE (91)
Come, come Emmanuel. Come, Emmanuel
Come, come Emmanuel. Come, Emmanuel

COME, COME EMMANUEL

THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Holy God, our hope and strength, by the power of your Spirit prepare the way in our hearts
for the coming of your Word, so that we may see the glorious signs of your promise fulfilled;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
READINGS FROM SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 40: 1-11
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Mark 1:1-8
The gospel of the Lord. May Jesus Christ be praised.
SERMON
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
In Christ God gave us a glimpse of the new creation
he has already begun and will surely finish.
We do not know when the final day will come.
In our time we see only broken and scattered signs
that the renewal of all things is under way.
We do not yet see the end of cruelty and suffering
in the world, the church, or our own lives.
But we see Jesus as Lord.
As he stands at the center of our history,
we are confident he will stand at its end.
He will judge all people and nations.

Jeff Moles
from A Declaration of Faith, 1977

Evil will be condemned
and rooted out of God's good creation.
There will be no more tears or pain.
All things will be made new.

THE EUCHARIST
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
MUSIC FOR THE OFFERING

Thou Who Wast Rich

Molly Ijames

Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor, all for love’s sake becamest poor;
Thrones for a manger did surrender sapphire-paved courts for stable floor.
Thou who art God beyond all praising all for love’s sake becamest man.
Stooping so low, but sinners raising; Heavenwards by Thine eternal plan.
Thou Who art love beyond all telling, Savior and King, we worship Thee.
Emmanuel, within us dwelling, make us what Thou would have us be.
*THE DOXOLOGY (Hymn 606)
OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise…
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
BREAKING OF THE BREAD & THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God our hope, we give you thanks that you have given us this foretaste of the justice,
righteousness, and peace of your promised new creation. Strengthen us with this
heavenly food as we seek to serve your holy realm. Lead us to live in joyful
expectation of the coming again in glory of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE SENDING
*HYMN 123

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

1. It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven’s all-gracious King”:
the world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.
2. Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled,
and still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world:
above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing,
and ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing.
3. Yet with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long;
beneath the heavenly hymn have rolled two thousand years of wrong;
and we at war on earth hear not the tidings that they bring;
O, hush the noise and cease the strife to hear the angels sing!
4. And you, beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low,
who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow,
look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing:
O, rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing.
5. For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old,
when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold,
when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,
and the whole world give back the song which now the angels sing.

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*CLOSING VOLUNTARY

*Rise in body or spirit

CAROL

LEADING OUR WORSHIP TODAY
PREACHING
Jeff Moles, Director of Christian Education & Mission
PRESIDING AT THE TABLE
Rev. David Madewell
LITURGIST
Larry Hale
ASSISTING
Dennis Jewett, Director of Music
Stephanie Dube, Director of Youth Ministries & Weekday School
MUSICIANS
Patrick Ritsch, Organist
Choral Scholars
Greg Jones, Will Jones, Jenifer Wiggins, Ava Wiggins

Advent Vespers
including the lighting of the Advent wreath
Tonight at 5:00pm
Outdoors at the church and on Facebook Live

