Welcome!
We are thankful that you are worshiping with us today! To learn more
about the life of our congregation, join our email list here.
Here are some helpful resources for our younger worshipers:
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This Week’s Children’s Bulletin | Worship Worksheet for Kids

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
The Fifth Sunday of Easter
10:30 A.M.

THE GATHERING
PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
*CALL TO WORSHIP
We gather to praise and worship God,
the one who created us for love.
We gather to worship the true vine,
the one in whose love we abide.
Easter people, Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
*OPENING PRAYER
O God, form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what you
command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our hearts
may be fixed where true joy is found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
*HYMN 401

Gather Us In

GATHER US IN

1. Here in this place the new light is streaming;
now is the darkness vanished away;
see in this space our fears and our dreamings
brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken; gather us in, the blind and the lame;
Call to us now, and we shall awaken; we shall arise at the sound of our name.

2. We are the young, our lives are a mystery.
We are the old who yearn for your face.
We have been sung throughout all of history.
Called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty; gather us in, the proud and the strong;
Give us a heart, so meek and so lowly; give us the courage to enter the song.
3. Here we will take the wine and the water;
Here we will take the bread of new birth.
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters,
Call us anew to be salt for the earth.
Give us to drink the wine of compassion; give us to eat the bread that is you;
Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion lives that are holy and hearts that are true.
4. Not in the dark of buildings confining,
Not in some heaven, light years away:
Here in this place the new light is shining;
Now is the kingdom, and now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us forever; gather us in and make us your own;
Gather us in, all peoples together, fire of love in our flesh and our bone.
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES
May God be with you in worship here.
May God be with you in worship there.
CALL TO RECONCILIATION
Rom. 8:26
The Spirit of God helps us in our weakness, interceding with sighs too deep for words.
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O Christ, you are the true vine, and you have made us your branches. In your grace,
we find strength, and in your love, we are set free. Forgive us, O God, when we do
not live as people who have been freed, when we act as if the Easter story did not
turn the world upside down. Forgive us, O God, when we do not live as people who
are your branches, when we forget that we are rooted in you and bound to one
another by your spirit. Forgive us, O Christ, our one true vine, and teach us to abide
in you.
POURING OF THE BAPTISMAL WATERS
Remember your baptism and be thankful!
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Acts 2:17, 21
Hear the good news of God’s promise: I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh. Everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, amen.

GREATOREX

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Since we have been reconciled to God, let us also be reconciled to one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. And also with you.
*SUNG RESPONSE (Hymn 664)

BUNESSAN

1. Morning has broken like the first morning;
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird.
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!
Praise for them springing fresh from the Word!
2. Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven,
like the first dewfall on the first grass.
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,
sprung in completeness where God’s feet pass.
3. Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning,
Born of the one light Eden saw play!
Praise with elation; praise every morning,
God’s re-creation of the new day!

THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our hearts by
your Holy Spirit so that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
READINGS FROM SCRIPTURE

Acts 8:26-40
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
John 15:1-8
The Gospel of the Lord. May Jesus Christ be praised.
SERMON

Patrick Wallace

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
from A Declaration of Faith
We are certain that Jesus lives. He lives as God with us, touching all of human life
with the presence of God. He lives as one of us with God. Because he shares our

humanity and has bound us to himself in love, we have an advocate in the innermost
life of God. We declare that Jesus is Lord. His resurrection is a decisive victory over
the powers that deform and destroy human life. His lordship is hidden. The world
appears to be dominated by people and systems that do not acknowledge his rule.
But his lordship is real. It demands our loyalty and sets us free from the fear of all
lesser lords who threaten us. We maintain that ultimate sovereignty now belongs to
Jesus Christ in every sphere of life. Jesus is Lord. He has been Lord from the
beginning. He will be Lord at the end. Even now he is Lord.

THE EUCHARIST
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
MUSIC FOR THE OFFERING
*THE DOXOLOGY (Hymn 606)
OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise…
…who forever sing to the glory of your name:

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
BREAKING OF THE BREAD & THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Here at this table we celebrate resurrection as you feed us with bread and wine. And
as much as we might prefer to stay here in this protected place, you send us back to
our work – only it is no longer the same work because we know you are with us and
in us, shaping and transforming us to be your witnesses in the world. Nourished in
body, mind, and spirit, may all that we say and do give you glory. Amen.

THE SENDING
*HYMN 526

Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ

1. Let us talents and tongues employ,
reaching out with a shout of joy:
bread is broken; the wine is poured;
Christ is spoken and seen and heard.
Refrain:
Jesus lives again; earth can breathe again;
pass the Word around: loaves abound! (Repeat)
2. Christ is able to make us one;
at the table he sets the tone,
teaching people to live to bless,
love in word and in deed express. [Refrain]

LINSTEAD

3. Jesus calls us in, sends us out
bearing fruit in a world of doubt,
gives us love to tell, bread to share:
God (Immanuel) everywhere! [Refrain]
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*CLOSING VOLUNTARY
*Rise in body or spirit

LEADING OUR WORSHIP TODAY
PREACHING
Patrick Wallace
PRESIDING AT THE TABLE
Dennis Jewett, Director of Music
ASSISTING
Jeff Moles, Director of Christian Education & Mission
Stephanie Dube, Director of Youth Ministries & Weekday School
LITURGIST
Patti Price
MUSICIANS
Patrick Ritsch, Organist
Choral Scholars

