
 
 
 

Service of Midday Prayer for Lent 
Wednesday, March 17, 2021 

First Presbyterian Church, Gathered Online 
 

 
Opening Sentences 
 

Our help is in the name of the Lord. Ps. 124:8 

Maker of heaven and earth. 
 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,  John 3:16 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish  
but may have eternal life.   
 
Praise the Lord. 
The Lord’s name be praised. 

 
 
Hymn 630                Fairest Lord Jesus           CRUSADER’S HYMN 

     

1. Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature,  
O thou of God to earth come down, 
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown. 

 
2. Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,  

robed in the blooming garb of spring. 
Jesus is fairer; Jesus is purer, 
who makes the woeful heart to sing. 
 



3. Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, 
and all the twinkling, starry host. 
Jesus shines brighter; Jesus shines purer, 
than all the angels heaven can boast. 

 
4. Beautiful Savior, Ruler of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 
now and forevermore be thine! 

 
Prayer   
 

God of the covenant, 
in the glory of the cross 
your Son embraced the power of death 
and broke its hold over your people. 
In this time of repentance, 
draw all people to yourself, 
that we who confess Jesus as Lord 
may put aside the deeds of death 
and accept the life of your kingdom. Amen. 

 
 
Scripture Lesson 
  

Before the lesson: 
Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  John 6:68 

Hear the word of the Lord. 
 
John 12:1-11 
 
The Word became flesh and lived among us. John 1:14 

And we have seen his glory. Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Reflection 
 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 
  
Hymn 6                I Bind unto Myself Today                               ST. PATRICK; DEIRDRE 
View Music                                                        Att. Patrick of Ireland, 5th Century 

     

1. I bind unto myself today the strong name of the Trinity 
by invocation of the same, the Three in One and One in Three. 

 
2. I bind this day to me forever, by power of faith, Christ’s incarnation, 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/GG2013/6


his baptism in the Jordan river, his death on cross for my salvation, 
his bursting from the spiced tomb, his riding up the heavenly way, 
his coming at the day of doom, I bind unto myself today. 

 
3. I bind unto myself today the virtues of the starlit heaven, 

the glorious sun’s life-giving ray, the whiteness of the moon at even, 
the flashing of the lightning free, the whirling wind’s tempestuous shocks, 
the stable earth, the deep salt sea around the old eternal rocks. 

 
4. I bind unto myself today the power of God to hold and lead, 

God’s eye to watch, God’s might to stay, God’s ear to hearken to my need, 
the wisdom of my God to teach, God’s hand to guide, God’s shield to ward, 
the word of God to give me speech, God’s heavenly host to be my guard. 

 
5. Christ be with me, Christ within me, 

Christ behind me, Christ before me, 
Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 
Christ to comfort and restore me. 
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 
Christ in hearts of all that love me, 
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. 

 
6. I bind unto myself the name, the strong name of the Trinity 

by invocation of the same, the Three in One and One in Three, 
of whom all nature has creation, eternal Father, Spirit, Word. 
Praise to the Lord of my salvation; salvation is of Christ the Lord! 

 
 
Dismissal 

 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  John 14:27 

I do not give to you as the world gives.  
Do not let your hearts be troubled,  
and do not let them be afraid. 
 
The God of peace be with us. Amen. 
Bless the Lord. The Lord’s name be praised. 


